
The California Provisional Driver License began in 
1998 and is a graduated step between a driver 
permit and full driving privileges. The Provisional 
License allows new teen drivers to gain valuable 
experience behind the wheel while limiting driving 
situations that are proven to be dangerous, such as 
driving with other teen passengers and night 
driving. The law is designed to protect new drivers 
and teen passengers.

What’s the new law? 
(Effective January 1, 2006)

For the first 12 months (or until the driver 
turns 18):

• No passengers under age 20 are allowed in 
the car unless a licensed driver age 25 or 
older is present. 

• No driving is permitted between 11 p.m. and 
5 a.m., unless accompanied by a licensed 
driver age 25 or older.

Are you providing your child the guidance he/she 
needs to be a good driver?

This campaign is an effort to raise awareness of the 
risks driving poses to teens, to educate parents and 
the community about the Provisional License Law, 
and to encourage parents to communicate with their 
teens about the law. Learn about the Provisional 
License Law. Teach your children about it. Help you r 
teen comply with it.

Who is behind the campaign?

PLAN (Provisional License Action Network) includes 
members from the Department of Health Services, law 
enforcement, the District Attorney’s Office, driving 
schools, insurance companies, the media, and the 
community. PLAN’s mission is to prevent deaths and 
injuries from car crashes among Sonoma County teens. 

*There are specific exceptions requiring prior authorization. 
A blanket note from a parent is NOT acceptable. Guidelines 
can be found in the DMV handbook or website.

The Provisional Driver License The Biggest Threat to Your Teen is You! 
Campaign

Brought to you by PLAN:
 Provisional License Action Network

THE BIGGEST THREAT 

(a guide for parents)

TO YOUR TEEN

IS YOU
• Car crashes are the leading cause of death 

and hospitalization for 15 to 19 year olds in 
Sonoma County.

• Two out of three teens who die as passengers 
are in vehicles driven by other teenagers.

• The crash rate for teen drivers increases with 
each additional passenger.

• The majority of teenage deaths from car 
crashes occur between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m.

• In Sonoma County, the teen death and 
hospitalization rate from car crashes is 
higher than the California State average.

The Facts

log on to:

Sonoma County Department of Health Services. Funding for this project was 
provided by a grant from the California Office of Traffic Safety through the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration. Design by Better World Advertising. 

to find:
• Information About the Campaign
• Tips for Parents 
• Tips for Teens
• Resources and Links about Teen Driving
• Specifics of the Provisional License Law

www.teensanddriving.org
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